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“ASSASSINS”

FINALLY, COMPOSER STEPHEN SONDHEIM, AND PLAYWRIGHT JOHN WEIDMAN’S
ARRESTING MUSICAL MEDITATION ON AMERICAN POLITICAL “ASSASSINS”, HAS
COME TO LOS ANGELES. THOSE FACELESS, MISGUIDED NOBODIES, WHO ARE SO
EMPTY, SO ANGRY, THAT THEY AREN'T PART OF THE AMERICAN DREAM. THEY
LYRICALLY DECRY “EVERYBODY’S GOT THE RIGHT TO BE HAPPY”. AH HUH!

THE SONDHEIM, SIGNATURE OF ASKING SOCIAL QUESTIONS IN MUSICAL COMEDY,
YES IT IS A COMEDY, WORKS AMUSINGLY WELL! HE AND WEIDMAM, DISSECT THE
CHILDISH PHILOSOPHY THAT ONE’S SELF IS THE ONLY REALITY THAT EXISTS.
NOTHING ELSE MATTERS, AS THESE PEOPLE, JOHN WILKES BOOTH, LEE HARVEY
OSWALD, JOHN HINCELEY WHO SHOT REAGAN, SQUEAKY FROMME AND SARA
JANE MOORE WHO WENT FOR GERALD FORD, SAM BYCK ATTEMPTED A NIXON
FINALE, GIUSEPPE ZANGARA TRIED TO GET F.D.R., CHARLES GUITEAU GOT
PRESIDENT GARFIELD, AND LEON CZOLGOSZ ENDED PRESIDENT MCKINLEY’S
LIFE, ALL IN SOLITARY ACTS OF DESPERATION TRY TO BRING MEANING TO THEIR
LIVES. UNFORTUNATELY, GUNS DON'T RIGHT THE WRONGS.

THESE PEOPLE ARE BROUGHT TOGETHER AND GATHER IN COMRADELY OVER
THE DECADES TO CHEER ON AND ENCOURAGE NEW MEMBERS TO THIS
EXCLUSIVE DELUSIONAL GROUP. NATURALLY BOOTH THE ACTOR, THE MOST
CHARISMATIC AND ARTICULATE OF THE GROUP IS THEIR LEADER (TOM ZEMON
EXCELLENT. INTERPRETATION OF THIS EGOTIST). THE MOST PROFOUND, AND
ELECTRIFYING STATEMENTS COME FROM THE GENTLE SAM BYCK (A
BOISTEROUSLY FUNNY PAUL CARR AS A WINO IN A SANTA SUIT). THE TWO LOVE
STARVED FROMME (FRIGHTENING ACCURATE PORTRAIT BY BRIDGET HOFFMAN)
AND HINCKLEY (PATHETIC AND SAD STEVE JACKSON WILDE). THE BIZARRE
HOUSEWIFE SARA JANE MOORE (DITZY JEAN KAUFFMAN), THE DESPERATION OF
CZOLGOSZ (SEAN SMITH), THE ULTIMATE CON MAN GUITEAU (SMOOTH TONGUED
ALAN SAFIER), THE VERY ILL ZANGARA (GARY IMHOFF), AND THE BIGGEST
PUZZLE TO THIS DAY OSWALD (THE PALE FRAIL LOOKING JOHN ALLEE).
ROUNDING OUT THIS EXCEPTIONAL CAST IS PAMELA TOMASSETTI, AS EMMA
GOLDMAN AND DAVID HOLLADAY, AS GERALD FORD. ’

SONDHEIM’S COMTEMPLATION ON “ASSASSINS” WHO HAVE THE VERY SAME
DREAMS AS THE PRESIDENTS THEY LUNGE AT, DIRECTED BY PETER
ELLENSTEIN, WITH A WELL CONCEIVED FINE BLACK BLANK SETTING WITH
JAPANESE SCREENS, SET AND LIGHTENING DESIGNED BY ROBERT SMITH,
MARVELOUS MUSICAL DIRECTION BY PAUL BAKER, SUPERB STAGING AND
CHOREOGRAPHY BY KAY COLE, COSTUME BY DOUG SPESERT, SOUND DESIGN BY
TOME GRIEP, AND A TOP NOTCH CAST, WITH GLEEFULLY ENTERTAINING
PERFORMANCES. FROM THE CHARACTOR OF BOOTH, AS HE REFRAINS WRITER
TENNESSE WILLTAMS’ LINE “ATTENTION MUST BE PAID!”, AND IT SHOULD. THIS
IS SPLENDID LIGHT HEARTED THOUGHT PROVOKING FARE, THAT IS NOT TO BE
MISSED. WE HIGHLY RECOMMEND iT. IT'S OUR CRITIC’S PICK THIS WEEK.
“ASSASSINS” AT THE LOS ANGELES THEATRE CENTER, PLAYS THURSDAYS
THROUGH SATURDAYS AT 8, AND SUNDAYS AT 2 AND 7. FOR TICKETS CALL THE
BOX OFFICE AT AREA CODE (213) 485-1681.
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